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Tohmajärvi today
Population 5126  (31.7.2009)
• The most ”russian” municipality in Finland > 3 % mother language
• Area 895 km2, water 58 km2

Population change 2008:
• Fertility 36 Mortality 87 Net - 51
• Moves in 224 Moves out 299 Net - 75
• Immigration 45 Migration 4 Net +41
• Total population change Net - 85

Jobs (31.12.2006)
• Agriculture and forestry 19,4 %   (319)
• Industry etc. 11,0 %   (178)
• Service sector 67,7 % (1091)



Tohmajärvi -
location

• Central Carelia
”neighbourhood”

• North Carelia region
(main city Joensuu)







Border between Finland (Sweden) and Russia
1323                1595                      1617



Border between Finland/Sweden and Russia

1721             1743             1812         1940-



Niirala border crossing point



Niirala
border crossing

point history
• 1944 – 1989 open for

cargo trains and wild
animals only

• since 1989 limited visits
• since 1992 official border

crossing point status
• since 1995 international

border crossing point



Niirala border crossing point now
• The eastest external

international border crossing
point in the continent EU

• Open 24/7 since 1.10.2005
• Almost 1 million crossings per

year (about 50/50 % FI/RU)
• Distances:

• Värtsilä (3.000 inhabitants), 3 km
• Sortavala (30.000 inhab.), 65 km
• Petroskoi (300.000 inhab.), 300 km



Internationalisation in municipality of Tohmajärvi
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Jobs at Niirala border

• Customs – 35
employed

• The Border
Guard - 100
employed



Seppo Räty – the most famous
customs officer in Niirala

• Olympic Games
• Bronze 1988, Soul
• Silver 1992, Barcelona
• Bronze 1996, Atlanta

• World Championships
• Gold 1987, Rome
• Silver 1991,Tokyo

• European Championships
• Silver 1994, Helsinki



Nurminen Logistics in Niirala

• Logistical services and jobs
• export and import
• terminal services
• railway transports
• 15.000 m2 terminal halls
• 35 jobs



Experiences

• Changes have been dramatic (positively)
during 20 years:
• Soviet Union has collapsed
• border is open (also for russian people)
• normal (almost) human interaction over the

border is possible
• the world is a circle again – it does not end to

the wall (border) any more



Systematic cooperation
• Active and systematic cooperation between local

and regional authorities
• based on an agreement (new one signed in June

2007)
• new practice after that: twice a year ”Border Forum”,

meeting/seminar
• representatives of different authorities (local and

regional, customs, frontier guard), economic life and
friendship organisations from both sides of the border

• Main idea is to promote positive development on the
both side of the border region getting all important
actors around the same table for interaction



Cooperation during 20 years

• Many common projects in all branches:
social- and helthcare, education, sports,
infrastructure

• Humanitarian aid from Finland especially
in the beginning of 1990’s

• Many old boys have got russian wifes



Problems
• Language barrier – translators needed
• Standard of living in the Russian Karelia has

grown slowly – lack of money
• Centralised governance and low interest by the

Russian Federation limits regional development
• Unpredictable and bureaucratic laws, rules,

authorities, practises (customs, passport control,
export-import limits etc.)

• Need for visa limits tourism, business contacts
and other normal human activities



Big things in our municipality
(based on the border)

• import of raw wood and wooden products
• export and import by Nurminen Logistics
• import of wifes, gasoline, alcohol and

tobacco
• short-time tourism and shopping on both

sides of the border
• close cooperation between municipalities

over the border



Sights in neighbourhood in Russia

• Lake Laatokka
• Valamo monastery-island (fastferry-

transport during summertime)
• Finnish architecture in Sortavala
• Russian infrastructure
• War history



Russian interests in Finland

• Safe, clean and silent environment and
wide services and activities for holidays

• Shopping – high quality, even nicer prices
in some products



Finnish companies operating near
behind the border

• Stora Enso (saw mill,
Impilahti)

• KarLis (saw mill, Värtsilä)
• Rapala (fishing

equipment, Sortavala)
• Leseko Group (wood

products, Sortavala)
• Kesälahden maansiirto

(Sortavala)



Goals, initiatives…
• Investments and jobs both sides near the border
• Common region for economic and human cooperation

without barriers
• New roads:

• Tohmajärvi – Niirala (Finland)
• Sortavala-St.Petersburg (Russia)

• Joensuu-Petroskoi –passenger train connection
• Increasing tourism via Niirala
• Increasing export – import via Niirala
• Better employment and standard of living
• Visa freedom – at least for short-term tourism
• Rights to study russian language instead of swedish at

least in Tohmajärvi and maybe even in other
municipalities beside the eastern external border



…and dreams

• Niirala-Värtsilä
international
Finnish-Russian
Golf Course
• possibility to hit a

hole-in-one from
Finland to Russia
and vice versa



Vision

• North-Ladogan-Carelia is an attractive
region for enterpreneurs and tourists

• Region, where people’s welfare increases,
cooperation is easy and direct, border is
low and spirit is high


