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The Committee of the Regions

A political assembly of the European Union, representi ng local and 
regional government.



Key dates

�� 19921992 Maastricht Treaty creates the CoR 

�� 19941994 First plenary session held in Brussels 

�� 19951995 The number of CoR members increases from 189 to 222 as the EU-12
expands to EU-15

�� 19971997 Treaty of Amsterdam strengthens the CoR by increasing its field of mandatory
consultation and allows referrals from the European Parliament

�� 20032003 Treaty of Nice states CoR members must hold an electoral mandate or be
politically accountable

�� 20042004 The number of CoR members increases from 222 to 317 in the EU-25

�� 20042004 Treaty establishing a Constitution for Europe boosts the institutional status and 
political role of the CoR

�� 20072007 The number of CoR members increases from 317 to 344 members in the 
EU-27

�� 20072007 Lisbon Treaty enhances the status and political role of the CoR



� To give local and regional government a say over th e drafting of
EU legislation (70% of EU laws are implemented at l ocal/regional
level).

� To bring Europe closer to its citizens and to encou rage a culture 
of subsidiarity.

� To provide a meeting place where regions and cities  can share 
best practice and take part in a dialogue with the European 
institutions.

Why a Committee of the Regions ?





� Key objective: the approximation of the Eastern cou ntries with the 
legal standards, values and democratic principles o f the EU. 

� This cannot be achieved without the active support and 
involvement of local and regional authorities. 

Eastern Partnership



� Eastern Partnership was approved as a common foreig n policy of the 
EU during the Eastern Partnership Summit of 7 May 2 009. 

� CoR President Luc Van den Brande and RELEX Commissi on Chair 
Mr Serto-Radics both participated and represented t he CoR. 

� Differentiation, ownership and regional integration are the key 
principles of the European Neighbourhood Policy and  the EaP. 

� « The Eastern Partnership builds on and is complemen tary to 
existing bilateral contractual relations. It will b e developed without 
prejudice to individual partner countries’ aspiratio ns for their future 
relationship with the European Union. »

The CoR and the Eastern Partnership



� This bilateral dimension of the EaP was analysed in  the CoR opinion 
the  « Role of local and regional authorities within  the EaP » prepared 
by rapporteur general Mr Serto-Radics in April 2009 . 

� Urged that LRAs, alongside central governments, tak e part in 
preparing association agreements (Ukraine), strateg ic documents 
and action plans that re conceived a a bilateral ba sis between the EU 
and the EaP partner countries. 

EaP: the bilateral dimension



� The CoR stressed the importance of the multilateral  dimension 
mainly in relation to horizontal policies in its Ea P opinion.

� Priority areas for cooperation: political, security , border and trans-
border movement, economic and financial, environmen tal and social 

domains.

EaP: the multilateral dimension



� The multilateral component of the Eastern Partnersh ip gives the 
EU an additional instrument to foster reforms, by p roviding a 
forum for the 6 partner countries to exchange exper ience and 
information in the framework of 4 platforms.  

� These platforms are centered around the following t hemes: 
democracy, stability, economic integration, energy security, and
contacts between people. 

� The CoR was invited to be a permanent participant i n 2 
platforms: Platform 1 « Democracy, good governance a nd 
stability » and Platform 4 « Contacts between people ».  

EaP: The Platforms


